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the tomb of Iloscin ; directing him, with great precision, how he was to find the exact spot of earth where was deposited the very ^UtoLj (banner) of Hosein, which he (Abass Ali) had, on the great day of Kraabaallah, carried to the field. The man was further instructed to possess himself of this relic secretly, and convey it about his person until he should reach his native country, when he would be more fully directed by the ordcrings of Providence how the relic should be disposed of.
k The IXadjee followed all the injunctions lie had received punctually ; the exact spot was easily discovered, by the impressions from his dream ; and, fearing the jealousy of the Arabs, he used the utmost precaution, working by night, to secure to himself the possession of so inestimable a prize, without exciting their suspicion, or attracting the notice of the numerous pilgrims who thronged the shrine by day. After several nights of severe labour he discovered, to his great joy, the metal crest of the banner; and concluding the banner and staff to have moujdcrgd away, from their having been so long entombed in the earth, he cautiously secreted the crest about his person, and after enduring the many vicissitudes and privations, attendant on the long journey from Arabia to India, he finally succeeded in reaching Lueknow in safety with his pri'/e.
4 The Nuwaub Asof ood Duolah 2 ruled at this period in Oude ; the pilgrim made his adventures known to him, narrating his dream, and the circumstances which led to his gaining possession of the crest. The Nuwaub gave full credence to his story, and became the holder of the relic himself,
1  'Alnm.   For illustrations of those banners see Hughes, Dictionary of hlwij 408 ff.; Mrs. Parks, Wanderings of a Pilgrim, ii. 18.
2  Asaf-ud-daula, oldest son of Nawab Shuja'-ud-daula, on whose death in 1775 ho succeeded. He changed the seat of government from Faizabad to Lueknow, where he died in 1797, and was buried in the Iinambara. He is principally remembered for his liberality.    The merchants, on opening thoir nhops, used to sing :
Jinko wi de Mania,
ffisko da Afictf-ud-daula.\
Who from Heaven nought recoiveth,
To him Asaf-ud-daula givelk.